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Claircom Communications Group, L.P. ("Claircom"),

GTE Airfone Incorporated ("GTE Airfone"), In-Flight :phone

Corporation ("In-Flight"), Mobile Telecommunication Techno,logies

Corp. ("MTel"), American Skycell corporation ("Skycell"), and

Jet-Tel Group, L.P. ("Jet-Tel") (collectively, "petitioners"), by

their attorneys, hereby jointly submit a supplement to their

joint Petition for Rulemaking ("Petition"), filed on July 22,

1993. This Petition requested the Federal Communications

Commission ("FCC" or "Commission") to initiate a rulemaking

proceeding to amend the geographical coordinates of seven air-to

ground ("ATG") telephone ground station locations set out in

section 22.1109 of the Commission's Rules, 47 C.F.R. 5 22.1109

(19·92). Petitioners respectfully request that, in addition to

the reference coordinates for the seven sites named in their

original Petition,~/ the coordinates for Ketchikan, Alaska, and

~/ The seven sites are Kenner, Louisiana; Nashville, Tennessee;
Bedford, Texas; Kansas city, Missouri; San Jose, California;
Cordova, Alaska; and Sitka, Alaska.



Yakutat, Alaska, be amended. As demonstrated below, the proposed

changes are in the public interest because they will enable ATG

carriers to provide significantly better service to parts of the

state of Alaska than would be possible under the current

rule.AI

I. Introduction

As discussed below, the current reference coordinates

set forth in section 22.1109 for the two sites in question

designate locations which are not suitable for ATG telephone

ground stations. In one case, the location of the site

prescribed by section 22.1109 is not conducive to the provision

of optimal service coverage; in the other, construction of an ATG

ground station at the prescribed site is physically impossible.

The proposed changes will replace these illogical coordinates

with coordinates which are much more appropriate for ATG ground

station locations.

The requested modifications of section 22.1109 also are

fully consistent with the one mile collocation provision of the

rule because, in each case, any ground station constructed by a

Petitioner at Ketchikan or Yakutat will be located within one

mile of the proposed new reference coordinates. Thus, the

proposed amendments serve the Commission's goal of preventing

inter-carrier interference caused by Doppler frequency shifts

that could result from excess ground station separation.

AI Petitioners are the only authorized licensees of ATG
telephone service.
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II. Xetchikap, Ala'"

Petitioners request that the reference coordinates

listed in section 22.1109 for Ketchikan, Alaska, be changed to

55° 21' 11" N. latitude and 131° 42' 14" W. longitude.

Currently, the reference coordinates for Ketchikan listed in

section 22.1109 are 55° 21' 20 N. latitude and 131 0 42' 33" W.

longitude. The reference coordinates set forth in the rule are

those of the Ketchikan airport. However, the airport is located

on an island and is accessible only by ferry, which does not

operate at night. Since the ATG system is designed for 24 hour

operation, this circumstance makes the site an illogical one for

an ATG ground station. In the event that a ground station at

this site required maintenance at a time when the ferry was not

operating, the affected carrier would have no means of performing

that maintenance.

The proposed reference coordinates correspond to a site

located 1,500 feet southeast of the site designated by the

current coordinates. The amended search ring would include all

of the Ketchikan airport facilities, and ATG operators would have

the option of locating their ground stations at an existing

antenna farm across the Tongass Narrows from the airport. The

antenna farm has the further advantage of being accessible 24

hours a day. This will enable carriers to perform maintenance

during the night, which could prove to be extremely important.
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III. Yakutat, Ala.ka

The reference coordinates set forth in section 22.1109

for Yakutat, Alaska, which are 59 0 30' 30" N. latitude and 142 0

30' 00" W. longitUde, correspond to a site located almost 100

miles west of Yakutat, in the Gulf of Alaska. Clearly, it is

infeasible to construct ATG ground stations at this site.

Petitioners therefore request that the reference coordinates

listed in section 22.1109 be changed to 59 0 32' 23" N. latitude

and 139 0 44' 04" W. longitUde, which correspond to a site located

approximately five miles from the Yakutat airport. The site is a

logical one for ATG ground stations because it is immediately

adjacent to an Alascom, Inc. facility which provides the only

available telephone interconnection service for the Yakutat area.

Moreover, good line-of-sight coverage of the Yakutat airport area

can be achieved from this site.

IV. Conclu.ion

As discussed above, the requested additional amendments

of the reference coordinates listed in section 22.1109 are fully

consistent with the one mile collocation rule. No current or

future ATG service providers will be harmed by the requested

amendments because no one has initiated construction of a ground

station that is located more than one mile from the proposed new

coordinates. The proposed changes will replace coordinates which

correspond to illogical or infeasible ground station locations

with coordinates which will enable ATG service providers to
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construct ground stations that will provide optimum service

coverage. Thus, the proposed changes are in the public interest.

For the foregoing reasons, Petitioners respectfully

request the commission to adopt a Notice of Proposed Rule Making

consistent with the recommendations in their Petition of July 22,

1993, as supplemented hereby.

Respectfully sUbmitted,

CLAIRCOM COMMUN;Q:TIONS GROUP,
~/.~ I . ./

By:/~VV. ~
Tom W. Davidson
Diane Conley
Its Attorneys

L.P.

AKIN, GUMP, STRAUSS, HAUER &
FELD, L.L.P.

1333 New Hampshire Ave., N.W.
suite 400
Washington, D.C. 20036
(202) 887-4000

GTE AIRFONE INCORPORATED

By:~ ~,/J1~ /V-~£ It f~
Brenda A. McNabb
General Counsel and Assistant Secretary

GTE AIRFONE
2809 Butterfield Road
Box 9000
Oak Brook, Illinois 60521
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October 21, 1993

IN-FLIGHT PHONE CORPORATION

By: W~ t:J,~ ~ /'-&'
William J. -&bidon
Vice President Regulatory Affairs

IN-FLIGHT PHONE CORPORATION
1146 19th street, N.W.
suite 200
Washington, D.C. 20036

MOBILE TELECOMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGIES CORP.

BY:TC~t~7~
Justin McClure
Its Attorneys

LUKAS, MCGOWAN, NACE & GUTIERREZ
1819 H Street, N.W.
7th Floor
Washington, D.C. 20006

AMERICAN SKYCELL CORPORATION

By: ~~ ~ fL:.;q
Louis Gurman
Its Attorney

GURMAN, KURMAN, BLASK & FREEDMAN,
CHARTERED

1400 16th Street, N.W.
suite 500
Washington, D.C. 20036

DARRYL SHEETZ
2012 Quay Village Court
Annapolis, Maryland 21403
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I, Dayle Jones, a secretary in the law firm of Akin, Gump,

strauss, Hauer & Feld, L.L.P., certify that copies of the foregoing

SUPPLEMENT TO PETITION FOR RULEMAKING, were hand delivered, on this

21st day of October, 1993, to the following:

Ms. Kathleen Levitz
Acting Chief, Common Carrier Bureau
Federal Communications commission
1919 M Street, N.W.
Room 500
Washington, D.C. 20554

Mr. John Cimko
Chief, Mobile Services Division
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W.
Room 644
Washington, D.C. 20554
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